








































































































which are still in use. The smell of machine oil and the organised chaos of tools
and ironmongery in this workshop revived memories among the retired engi-
neers in the group of their time as apprentices. The tour of the site ended on
one of the upper oors of the main building where the huge machines on which
wool was spun and cloth was woven are still in place. Although the machines
were silent, it was not difcult to imagine the days when the rooms were lled
with noise as the machines clattered and hummed to produce the ne cloth for
which the mill was famous. At one end of the weaving room is a small loom on
which cloth samples used to be made. The colour and texture of the samples
on display showed why the cloth produced by the Stanley Mill has been used in

clothes sold by jaeger and Austin Reed. If the plans of Mark Griffiths come to
fruition,the machines will soon be working again and Stanley Mill will once more
be producing ne cloth.
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BUSINESS MATTERS AND A FAMILY HISTORY

An Annual General Meeting can be the least popular meeting in a society's pro-
gramme, so it was encouraging to have a large attendance at the AGM of the
Painswick Local History Society. The Chairman of the Society, the Rev Peter
M-inall, reviewed the events of the past year and announced two new and impor-
tant projects for the Society - the publication of ajournal, and the promotion and

distribution of the “Painswick Time Chart” to be published by Mr Carl Moreland
later in the year.

After the business part of the AGM,the President of the Society, Lord Dickinson,
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gave a talk on the Hyett and Dickinson families and their influence on Painswick
life. This talk is reproduced as the rst article in this edition of the Chronicle.

At the conclusion of Lord Dickinson’s most interesting and enjoyable talk mem-
bers of the audience recounted their memories of Miss Lucy Hyett.

NEW SEASON - OLD FRIENDS

The new season of the Society opened, with a talk by David Archard on various
aspects of Painswick life and history. The large audience at this meeting showed
how popular these talks are. This year David had selected from his extensive
collection of photographs and post cards those relating to “Milestones, Post
Boxes and the Changing Scene in Painswick”. Between the showing of each
group of slides jill Simmons read extracts from books and magazines, providing
background information and comment. The theme of the rst part of the talk
was communications: roads, the postal service and the telephone system.
Photographs of buildings and artefacts associated with these services revealed
details not immediately obvious to the casual passer-by, such as the stone plaque
on the wall of the former telephone exchange inscribed “Edward Vlll l936”.

After communications David considered two other essential services, the police
and the re brigade. There were splendid photographs of the first Painswick Fire
Brigade, formed in I896 with an 8-man crew and a horse-drawn re engine, and
of a crew on a training exercise at Painswick House rescuing one of Sir Francis
Hyett’s daughters from an upstairs window.

In the nal part of the talk David reminded the audience of the famous people
who have lived in Painswick and of changes to the Painswick scene over the last
I50 years. He concluded on a topical note with photographs of the Clipping ser-
vice; those taken in the early part of this century show a ne array of hats among
the congregation!

After David’s most interesting and enjoyable talk members of the audience
offered their reminiscences and personal knowledge of the people and places
shown in the slides.

THE ARTS AND CRAFT MOVEMENT

At their October meeting members of the Society were told of the growing
interest shown by visitors from many countries in the Arts and Crafts Movement
which ourished in the Cotswolds a century ago. The speaker was Mrs Mary
Greensted, Keeper of the Decorative Arts Section of the Cheltenham Museum
and Art Gallery, which houses the nest collection outside London of exhibits,
many of which were created in this area.
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